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"The Rock" Brings Back Memories for Alumni
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Change is a way of life on college campuses. As programs and campus life
change, further growth is possible.
That’s the case at Cedarville University, which has experienced changes with the construction of new
facilities for its students. Just last year the university completed an athletic and academic expansion to
the Callan Athletic Center that will strengthen the university’s NCAA II athletic programs and offer stateof-the-art classroom facilities for its Master of Athletic Training degree and the future Physician
Assistant program — slated to begin in summer 2023.
The university also began construction on its $40 million Scharnberg Business Center that will provide
classrooms for the Robert W. Plaster School of Business, the university’s cybersecurity center and the
communication department.
When the location of the Scharnberg Center was determined, it created the need for another change—
relocating “The Rock.”

"The Rock" Prepared to Welcome Students Back to Campus
The Rock has been a Cedarville tradition since 1978. It was initially placed near the Tyler Digital
Communication Center, but was eventually moved near Cedar Lake between the Stevens Student Center
and Dixon Ministry Center.

“The Rock was a way of communication,” said Jim Rowley, class of 1996. “When I got to Cedarville,
computers were still cutting-edge technology. We didn’t use email for mass communication, and the
rock is how messages were ‘sent.’”
What used to be a communication vehicle in the 1970s for sharing messages to the student body has
evolved into a way for students to express their thoughts in a creative, fun way. Today's campus
information is shared through modern technology, so if you come to campus now, you may see students
painting an encouraging phrase, giving a birthday shoutout to a classmate, or painting a Bible verse on
The Rock.
“The Rock is fun because it is completely student-led. I have loved the community aspect of The Rock,
that anyone is empowered to paint on it,” said Susannah Sowell, a junior from Westport, Kentucky,
majoring in psychology and Spanish. “I have many memories of painting it myself, close to midnight with
lots of friends, as well as looking at the occasional impressive art from my seat in Chuck’s.”
The idea of having a rock on campus to build campus community was the idea of longtime student life
leader Dick Walker. It was Walker’s vision to use the rock to help students communicate with each other
in a light-hearted manner.
“There are very few things on campus that have the longevity and visibility of this campus tradition.
Most alumni whether they painted The Rock or not would at least remember The Rock,” said Walker,
who served as resident director, dean of men, director of campus activities, and in the alumni relations
office during his 40 years at Cedarville. He is also known as the founder of Getting Started Weekend on
the University’s campus.
Currently, The Rock is behind a construction fence due to the construction taking place for the
Scharnberg Business Center. It is expected to be relocated to a new spot near the heart of campus in
2023. And, once it returns to its new location, students will return to sending fun messages to
classmates on The Rock.
“There’s still value in The Rock after all these years,” said Walker. “We don’t always understand the
value of a smile or what a simple message on The Rock can bring.”
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 5,082 undergraduate, graduate, and dual enrolled high school students in more
than 175 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio,
recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, high
graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and the #4 national
ranking by the Wall Street Journal for student engagement. For more information about the University,
visit www.cedarville.edu.
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